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Math
Expressions, Equations, and Proportional Relationships have been the focus of 7th

grade mathematics.  Students learned about algebraic expressions and how to simplify
them using a variety of strategies.  Students also solved algebraic equations, first using
models and then algebraically.  By the end of the expressions and equations unit,
students were solving and translating equations and inequalities in real life situations.

Our unit on Proportional Relationships lead to many fun and exciting real life
applications of mathematics.  For example, students found unit prices to decide on the
“better buy” when “shopping” at various restaurants including Starbucks, McDonald’s,
Panera, etc.

The math classes have continued to utilize our 1:1 technology for students in
engaging ways, such as playing Blooket to practice rewriting expressions using different
properties.



Language Arts
Currently, seventh grade has been working simultaneously on their “Social Justice” unit
as well as Social Justice  book clubs.Students have been collaborating within their book
club groups to have engaging conversations about the ways in which the overarching

social issue impacts the characters lives and the conflicts they face.  Additionally, we have
begun to explore literary devices and how they are used in a variety of media - poetry,

short stories and speeches. Students have been reading Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I Have
A Dream” Speech and Clifton Davis’ short story “A Mason Dixon Memory.Additionally, Ms.

Peluso and Ms. DeVico’s classes worked on identifying and analyzing  literary devices
while studying three speeches: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr's "I Have A Dream"; Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr's "What Is Your Life's Blueprint"; Amanda Gorman's "The Hill We Climb".
Ultimately, students will be writing a culminating literary analysis essay comparing the

two texts. We are looking forward to moving towards our next whole class novel, Monster
this Spring!

  

Science
Currently in 7th Grade Science, students have been learning about how the body creates
new cells and how proteins are made. Some of the activities included: creating a 3-D DNA
model using different colored pieces of paper, participating in a Cell Cycle Virtual Lab
where students were able to observe the different stages of the Cell Cycle, completing a
Meiosis Simulation Lab where students were able to see how new gametes are made, and
designing a cartoon to describe and illustrate the process of Protein Synthesis. Students
have been excited to learn how all these important pieces and processes are involved in
creating new cells in the human body! Next, we will begin our study of Genetics where
students will get to learn about their personal traits and how these characteristics can
be traced through families. We are looking forward to a fun and educational second half
of the school year!



Social Studies
Students learned about the Federal Legislative Branch by becoming a member of the US
Congress.  Each student was given, through a lottery, a state.  They then choose one
representative who they wanted to learn more about.  Students learned about districts
and how regions may affect the manner a person legislates in Congress.  Finally, each
student found a bill their representative sponsored and tried to persuade us to support
that bill.

World Language

Students in the  seventh grade Spanish class reviewed and learned how to use the
interrogative words during the month of December, learning the interrogatives to
the tune of “Jingle Bells.”  During the months of January and February  they have
been learning the indicative present tense -ar verbs.  They have all been working

diligently on an extensive list of words increasing their Spanish vocabulary,
learning their meaning and conjugating the verbs.  Students have been able to
answer questions in full sentences and increase their ability to communicate in
Spanish in class.

Intro to Spanish 7 students enjoyed learning personal pronouns in Spanish with the rap
song, “Los Pronombres”. To show their understanding of the pronouns they created
personalized anchor charts with selfies, photos of friends / family / teachers, original
sketches and even puppets.
The students are currently learning the connection between pronouns and verb
conjugation.  It’s an important step toward communicating at the sentence level in
Spanish.

7th grade Intro to Italian students have been working on a unit on the city of Venezia, the
Carnevale holiday, and focus on the characters on the “Commedia dell’Arte” (essentially

where all theater began).  The Commedia dell’arte will lead us into a unit on adjectives and
descriptions.  This is both culture and grammar  intensive.



At-Home Strategies
Each newsletter will spotlight a strategy you can use at home to support your child's
learning. This month's focus is on screen time presented by Dr. Madhan Prabhakaran,
courtesy of the Mayo Clinic Health System.

These 6 tips can help you trim your children's screen time when not in school:

1. Be accountable.

Set expectations with your kids, and set goals to be intentional about reducing screen

time.

2. Be realistic.

If your kids are spending a lot of leisure time on screens, including watching TV, start by

setting smaller, more attainable goals. Instead of jumping right to the recommended one

to two hours or less per day, start by cutting their current screen time in half.

3. Be engaged.

After school or work, spend time each day talking face to face with kids and give them

your full attention.

4. Put hand-held devices away.

During screen-free hours, put devices away or at a charging station in a common area so

they're not attracting your kids' attention.

5. Create phone-free zones in the home.

Making family meal areas a phone-free zone is an easy way to start.



6. Go outside.

Putting down the phone and taking a walk or playing outdoors increases your

endorphins and provides that feeling of happiness in your brain, boosting your mood

and improving your physical health.


